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— Charles Kroboth, Program Chairman

9:00 AM, Auditorium * Micro Power & Light *

Mike Durbin, Developer and local representative for Micro Power & Light will
be demonstrating the Grand Inquisitor. This program is a question bank,
management, and administrative system. The Grand Ingquisitor helps create
programs for testing and can be used by trainers or teachers. Six different
types of questions are available and range from multiple choice to sequencing.

10:00 AM, Auditorium * Cray Research *

Micbael Dungworth, District Manager for Cray Research, will be discussing
that company's line of super-computers. The XMP and the Cray 2 are both
multi- processor computers that come with 2 gigabytes of central memory.

Also discussed will be software linking Cray's to IBM mainframes and to some
typical applications in use.

DOOR PRYZE: 9:00 AM Grand Inquisitor

Group Purchase
Modems

The T1 Professional Users group has arranged
with Seabroock Computers for a modem group
purchase.

The moden is a Fountain 300/1200 baud exter-
nal modem.

The modem is 100% Hayes compatible. If you
own an IBM PC or compatible you will need
both a Serial port and a modem cable. These
items are not included with the purchase.

The purchase price is: $129.95 + 6.125% sales
tax.

To order a modem bring a check to the
December meeting of the user group. The
check should be made out to Seabrook Com-
puters iIn the amount of $137.91. The
modems will be available for pickup after Jan-
wary 3 at Seabrook Computers. They will not
be distributed at the user group meeting. In
the event that the modems arrive early and
you wish to be notified, please bring a stamped
self addressed envelop or postcard with vour
check.

Seabrook is located just south of LBJ on the
west side of Greenville Ave.

Seabrook Computers

12101 Greenville Ave.

Suite 110

Dallas, Texas 75243 a

ELECTIONS

Elections will be held at the January meeting.
The following nominees have agreed to serve:

President-Elect - 1987, President — 1988:

Reagan Andrews
Dr. Sid Nolte

Board of Directors — 1987: (Choose three.)

Francis Bright

Rathryn Crawford

Gregory Daley

Jim Graham

Charles Kroboth

David McGehee

John Pribyl

Jim Rich

Bob Russel

Stuart Yarus a
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WIN A FREE TRIP
TO THE 1987 FALL COMDEX
IN LAS VEGAS!!

If you write an article that is published in the

Newsletter and your article is selected as the

best one published during the period of the

gontgst, you will win an expenpse-paid trip to
omndex.

The Contest Rules are as follows:

iri All dues-paying members are eligible to
w B

2. Articles must be submitted between
December 1, 1986 and May 1, 1987, and must
be published in the Newsletter before the
entries are judged.

3. The articles must carry the name of a

single individual as author, must be original,
and must not have been previously copy-
righted.

4. Articles will be approved for publication
by the Newsletter editor, with the assistance
of the Board of Directors. Their decisions are
final. Articles received within the time limits
of the rules but not selected for publication
within these rules will not be eligible to win.
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but may be published in a later issue of the
Newsletter.

5. Articles may be on any subject that is of
interest to PC usgers.

6. No minimum size of articles. Lengthy
articles (over 5-6 pages) may be "serial-
ized" by the editor, appearing in successive
issues of the Newsletter. PBach part of a
serial article will be considered a separate
article in the contest.

7. The editor may judiciously edit articles,
and they will be judged as published.

8. A ballot will be published in the News-
letter at the end of the contest, listing all of
the entries published. All recipients of the
ballot, including other Users Groups, are eli-
gible to vote. The autbor of the article
recejving the most votes will be declared the
winner. In cuse of a tie, the winner will be
selected by a drawing to be held at the main
meeting. The winner need not be present.

9, The prize will include airplane, taxi, and
hotel costs for the COMDEX Meeting.
Approximate value $600.

10. If a conflict arises regarding interpreta—
tion of contest rules, decision of the Board of
Directors will be final. a

USER GROUP SUMMIT MEETING
by Charles Kroboth

One of the bright spots at Comdex in Las Vegas
was a User Group Summit Meeting. 1 was
appointed the delegate for the North Texas PC
User Group and had a chance to meet users
from 30 user groups around the world. These
folks represented groups from all over the
country, including Canada and Sweden.

The organization of a joint meeting was done
by Mike Rohrbach of the IBM group at the
Boston Computer Society, Jerry Schneider and
Doug Thompson (Editor) from the Capital PC
User Group in Washington DC, and Duane Hen~
dricks from Houston Area League of PC Users.

Also present were Gene Rarlow, head of the
IBM User Group Support Program in Boca
Raton and a representative from the Software

Publishers Association (SPA). The SPA is
pushing software vendors to consider a license
agreement that releases the company from any
liability but gives the user a guarantee that
the program will work as advertized and that
all bugs will be fixed within a reasonable
length of time.

HAL (Houston) agreed to set up a bulletin
board for editors around the country to upload
and download articles. Although a national
newsletter was discussed there were no vol-
mnteers for editor and it was agreed that it
should not be associated with any particular
user group.

As it was the first such meeting and only two
hours there were no major decisions made
other than we agreed the concept was sound
and that we should meet again. The next
meeting will be in Atlanta at Comdex Spring.

Charles a
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on Complexilty
No. 4 in a Series

by Jim Hoisington

Has PC-DOS gotten more complex? An article
in UNIX REVIEW made the claim that
"software gets more complex as it gets
older”. So, I went into my archives and got
out my PC-DOS version 1.0 manual and disk.

The first thing that I noticed was that I had a
Jot more available memory. I don't have ver-
sion 3.1, but here are the sizes for the other
versjons of PC~-DOS:

1.0

1.1 12.4K
2.0 24.8K
2.1 24.8K
3.0 27.0K
3.21 54.3K

(I have PC-DO0S 3.21 which is the version that
IBM is currently selling. It has fixes for some
of the bugs In version 3.20.) Version 1.0 had
168 DOS commands listed in the index, not
counting the sub-commands listed under
BATCH processing. Version 3.21 has 50 com-
mands.

The 1.0 version's manual fit into the 3 ring
binder with lots of room left over. And it
contains the DOS technical information which
is now in a second manual. The revised pages
to bring the DO0OS 3.20 technical information
manual up to revsion level 3.21 are thicker
than the entire original version 1.0 manual.

So, I think we can safely say that PC-DO0S has
gotten more complex. And that's not neces-
sarily bad. There are still a lot of people out
there who put their diskette in drive A, power
on their machine, and never see the A>
prompt. They know nothing of sub-directories,
paths or trees.

But I keep hearing from people like this who
have just gotten a hard disk or have an
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To NNVOKE A SECONDARY COMNARY PROCESSOR, Tie
POULOWING SHTARZZIZZZZIZZZ..,.. 22222222 ...-4

application that reguires them to be able to
read and understand a directary on a second
diskette drive. All of a sudden, their machine
has changed its personality and they are faced
with this manual containing 50 cormands.
The "personal” just went out of their "per-
sonal computer.”

And if that wasn't bad enough, wait until the
new protected mode, multitasking PC-DOS
comes out. How many additional commands
will it introduce? Will it need some sort of
artificial intelligence program just to install it
on your hard disk? Will it need a Job Control
Language? Will we begin to see the emer-
gence of a new occupation -- the PC-DOS
systems programamer.

Happy New Year!
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Disk of the Month

By Tim O'Neil

...from the DOM Chairman:

Babe Ruth did it and now Tim 0'Neil has done
it. I struck out and can only say I am sorry
for not having some of the programs at the
last meeting. On top of all that the PC-Write
2.7 second disk has bad sectors. I will
replace all the 2.7 disk you bought with the
new version 2.7.3.
Tim O'Neil

DOM - December 1986

This month we will have:

~AutoMenu (not a Dos shell) 3.01 version.
The 4.0 version is on the market but it is not a
shareware product. Will write about it later.

-EASY A1l 2.0 version, reviewed in November
PC News.

-We will also offer several upgrades to
existing software.

Oragami----- PD-80

Jr Mustc-—-~ PD-81

PC-Key Draw-PD-82A
PC--Key Draw-PD--82B Library

We now accept Master Card and Visa.

If you have anything out on review, please get
to us as soon as possible. Anyone wanting to
review material please call Kathryn Crawford

at 214-6890-2963.

Thanks to all our volunteers that work the

December_1986

Disk of the Month Table.
you enough.

We can not thank

Automenu---Magee Enterprises---Norcross,

Georgia

Automenu is a sophisticated on-Udne facility
that lets you organize and control the use of
your computer system by creating menus to
access all your frequently used programs.
New or inexperienced computer users can
easily select the things they want to do with-
out remembering complicated Dos commands
or syntax. Power users can customize their
Automenu system to provide fast access to
applications and perform complicated batch-
file procedures.

Tim &

DISCLAIMER: The North Tsxas £C Users Group
copies these programs as a service to the club and the
members of the ¢lub. We try to test all the programs,
but we O NOT WARRANT THE PROGRAMS IN ANY
WAY. YOU MUST DECIDE IF A PROGRAM 1§ SUIT-
ABLE FOR YOUR SYSTEM AND USE. If you ask, we
will tell you what we know about any program, but the
Final decigion to buy and/or use these programs s
totally yours. We will gladly and without question
exchange an unreadable diskette for one of the same
orogram,

EXCHANGE: ATl members of the club are encouraged
to contribute copies of public domain programs to the
¢lub tbrery. For each new diskette of software contri-
buted, you may select any diskette in the club lbrary
in exchange. The contrbutions will be reviewed before
credit ® issued at the next mesting.

MAIL ORDERS: At orevailing prices plus $1.00 for
mailer and postage. Mail your order to Tim O'Nett,
Box 396, Bedford, TX 76021.

PRIGE: Members: $2.00 per diskette (if the program
% on two diskettes the price & $4.00). Non-members:
$3.00 each diskette.

CATALOG DISKETTES: Curently this is ® two volume
set priced st $4.00. Th® has all of the readme files
from each diskette in the club hbrary.

MEDIA: DSOD S5 1/4° fFormated as 9 sector data
diskettes. Pubhc domamin software only, standard full
disclaimers.

AVAILABILTY: We will do our best to have all past
diskettes at each meeting. DOM sales will begin at the
DOM counter around 9:00, and continue until 2;00 PM,
18M EXCHANGE NEWSLETTER: The EXCHANGE for
the current month will be avshiable at the auditorium
AFTER the main meeting, at no charge to paid up
membars of the NTPCUG.
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NERD ON THE STREET

PIRATES: The Software
Publishers  Association
(SPA) is offering a $100
reward for information
on bulletin boards that
allow downloading pir-
ated software. Ken
Wasch, Executive Direc-
tor of SPA, moved the
deadline far evidence
from Navember 1 to
December 31.

Based in Washington DC, the SPA has shut
down eight boards by turning over evidence to
Federal and local officials.

Police in Baltimore County, CA. have
seized two systems used by phone pirates to
locate long distance telephone codes. The
hackers apparently were using automatic
dialers to locate MCI codes and then sold them
or used them personally.

JOBS: Steve Jobs, Apple co-founder, was
recently heard to say it was easier to make
money than to give it away. It's so hard that
he hired Mark Verailion to set up a foundation
and give away $100 million. No word yet on
what requests Mr. Jobs would entertain. My
guess is most will go for education related
ideas. If I were head of a major computer
science department, a $1 million grant might
make me consider buying a computer from his
new company, NEXT, Inc.

YOUR BASIC SINULATOR: Anyone can
make a mistake. In shipping out 750,000
copies of QuickBasic Ver. 2.0, Microsoft
Corp. accidentally put Flight Simulator disks
in 1860 packages instead of the compiler disks.
Only about 75 users have notified Microsoft of
the error and the rest obviously haven't
opened the package yet (or it's on your
dealer's shelf). Those that called were
shipped the correct disks but no Flight Simula-
tor manual.

AH-SO: According to the Semiconductor
Industries Assoclation, the Japanese have
already started violating the month-old anti-
dumping agreement with the U.S. The sus-
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pected EPROM maker has not been named pub-
licly. A popular alternative to violation of
the anti-dumping agreement is to buy a U.S.
company as Fujitsu did when they purchased
Fairchild Semiconductor Corp.

A byproduct of ICOT!'s fifth-generation
computer project, PSI, is expected to be
upgraded next year. Mitsubishi Electric says
PSI II is one~third as large, half the price
($64,516 US), and runs at 20k LIPS or three
times the inference speed of the original PSI.

50,000 units of Toshiba's two Laptop PC's
have been sold in the US this year. Sales are
go far over original projections that they are
even consgidering selling the same models in
Japan. That's interesting because IBM PC's
and PC Compatibles control only 20% of that
market. Toshiba's sales are probably the in-
centive Compaq needs to release their Laptop.

For great sushi ask for Kazuo Ishii at Ishi-
Susht in Plano.

CONDEX NEWS: While everyone is talking
about Comdex '86 being the year of the 386, I
didn't see any machines that were projecting
shipments before Spring 1987 (other than
Compag of course). It did appear to be the
year for CAD/CAM, Desktop Publishing, and
Laptop Computers. One very unique desktop
entry was from Datavue Technical Systenms.
The Super Micro/150 does not have a proces-
sor, but instead uses f-ram chips to emulate
the 8086. Bnd result is a computer that runs
IBM PC, 16 bit software 15 times faster than a
286 AT. To put that in perspective, the
Compaq 386 runs 16 bit software twice as fast
as an AT and 32 bit software 10 times as fast.

During the last two months the FCC has
beefed up its rules and enforcement of PC pro-
duct standards and has also stiffened penal-
ties. They were at Comdex in force slapping
fines on clone makers who had not responded
to the mid-September notice for recertifica-
tion.

Another new product was introduced by
Santa Clara Systems called the PCTerainal.
It's a $699 diskless workstation for use in a
network. The project was a joint venture
between Santa Clara and Novell and is being
built in South Korea by Hyundai Electronics.
The system is obvicusly PC-compatible and in-
cludes a built-in Ethernet board. >
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PageMaker, by Aldus, will be available
shortly for the IBM. This is the impressive
desktop publishing software that has given
Macintosh an edge in that market. I would
recommend a 286 PC as it is slow due to oper-
ating in the Microsoft Windows environment.
A personal favorite was a package by Three D
Graphics called Perspective. It takes output
{e.g., Lotus) and produces a variety of mar-
velous 3-D graphs that can be rotated to any
of 25 different viewing angles.

CD-ROM: Lotus Development i3 currently
Beta testing a system that offers -huge
amounts of financial data on compact, read-
only laser disks. It will be called Source One
and the data will naturally load into Lotus
1-2-3. 20 years of stock prices can be ana-
lyzed. Release is expected next year at
between $11,000 and $27,000 depending on
features. Price includes a weekly update
disk.

Datext, Inc. of Youngstown, Ohio has rel-
eased a database consisting of 13,000 high-

tech companies, public and private. Disk in-
cludes business description, revenue, emp~
loyee names, titles and fupctions. Annual

subscription is $7,500.

HARDWARE NEWS: Look for a new 8086
based PC next year from IBM to replace it's
current 8088 workhorse. It is said to have a
smaller footprint than the current PC and will
use proprietary semiconductors & built-in
graphics hardware. -——~ AT&T has handed
over production and development of it's PC's
to it's Ttalian partner, Ing. C. Olivetti & Co.
S.p.A. Olivetti controls a nice share of the
European market and might be able to educate
AT&T on how to market business equipment.
--- Video-7 is said to be working with TI to
produce a 1,024 by 1,024 display board that
quadruples EG A resolution. --~- Seymore Cray
is rumored to be in Dallas talking with TI
about developing a production-ready gallium
arsenide chip to replace the silicon chip. As
General Berringer once said, "Do you want to
put our couniry in hands of a silly cone die
ode". --- Of computers sold in August
through retail channels Apple represented 28%
and IBM 22%. In their defense, IBM sells
many systems direct and PC compatibles fin-
ished at over 35%.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK: There’'s an estimated
$6 BILLION of software (in the market), and
that can't be abandoned by anyone, including
IBM. - Jeffrey Katz, Intel Corp.

BOARD NEWS: New '388 boards are receiv-
ing mixed reactions from consumers primarily
because current software does not take
advantage of the added power. Maynard
Electronics of Casselberry, Fl. has announced
a controller board that will double the capa-
city of many hard disk drives. The board also
increases drive performance and has only one
problem that I can see. Price is $4,995.
NERD Predicton: It will be cheaper next
year.

USER GROUP: Our Special Interest Groups
are led by a fine group of volunteers. I would
like to see more of you let them know how
much you appreciate their efforts to make PC
Saturday an enjoyable experience. Mavbe I'm
out of line, but I would love to see SIG's
started for users of TI's, Epsons, Tandys,
Taiwans, etc. As a user of clones I know there
are occasionally special needs to be addressed
and this would be an opportune time. Anyone
who would like to see a SIG started should
contact Phil Chamberlain. His phone number
is listed on the first page of this newsletter.

I would also hate to see a month go by
without acknowledging the Dallas Computer
Council. Did you know that Atari user groups
and TI user groups get 4 votes due to each
having two different organizations meeting at
Infomart. Poor little IBM has only 2 votes. In
their defense I am told by DEEPTHRT.TWO that
the Council is now considering a rewrite of the
bylaws to include a proportional vote for user
groups. Here, Here!

CORRECTION: It has been brought to my
attention that John Pellett of the Atari group
is upset with some of the comments I made
last month about the Council. I apologize for
the errors, but unfortunately the errors in my
statements do not alter the fact that some
very short-sighted items were brought up at a
council meeting, and almost passed due to
smaller groups controlling a majority of the
votes.

Nnnnn a




"Software Report
- by Dick Gall

screenCODE -

a Screen I/0 Editor &
Source Code Genera-
tor

The com mission~
WARE<tm> people of
Waco, Texas have dev-
eloped an inexpensive
program tool that autamates the creation of
ASCII I/0 screens for use in programs and sli-
deshow-type presentations. The full system
includes: .

- SCREENSNAP, a memory resident program
that captures any ASCII screen with attri-
butes

— SCREENSHOW, a slide projector program
for computerized slide shows for sales dem-
onstrations, etc. SHOW is also handy for pro-
totyping & demonstrating programs in the
development stage. )

-~ the SCREENCODE editor program, which
creates screen from scratch, modifies screens
captured with SCREENSNAP, and saves fin-
ished work in a variety of useful formats. The
editor and SCREENSHOW programs and four
example screens are included in the packed
distribution program, which can be copied and
shared freely.

Special support for extended ASCII charac-
ters, colors, and character attributes used in
creating graphic effects is a main feature of
the editor. Line structures, borders, and win-
dows are especially easy and fast due to the
line-type selection feature and ability to con-
trol the direction in which the next character
will be printed (up, down, right, left). Once a
line type is selected (single line, double line,
etc.), the 11 most common line characters, in-
cluding corners and intersections, are conven-

iently available with the alt-key combination
of a keypad defined between the keyboard's
upper "1" key and the "C" key. With a little
practice, this unique method permits drawing
complex figures and forms quickly.

MARK, COPY and MOVE are likewise important
editor features that speed screen generation.
Any rectangular portion can be designated
with MARK and then freely dragged around the
screen in either a copy or move mode until it is
positioned "just rvight" for anchoring in a new
locatioan. To assist in lining up objects, the
edit-screen "space” character can be made
visible by setting it to any other character.
Even data input fields can be designated by
attribute.

SCREENCODE actually writes program code to
generate a selected screen in BASICA, DeSmet
C, dBASE II/III, and Turbo Pascal. Screens
can also be output as ASCII text files, and, of
course, saved In SCREENCODE format for
further editing and processing and for display
by the SCREENSHOW program.

‘COMMISSION WARE sells the full SCREENCODE
package for $25. .A set of 75 sample screen
files on diskette is $6 additional when ordered
at the same time, shipping & handling is $2,
Texans add sales tax. The address is P.0. Box
21776, Waco, TX 76702 phone 817-776-3205.
Registered users receive a $10 comaission
every time someone registers from one of
their distribution copies.

Dick a
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Special

InNterest Program Reports

General Special Interest
Group (SIG) News

A reminder that any SIG news

items for this newletter must be
received by noon of the 14th of
the month — regardless of the

date of the next meeting.

ASTROMETRY

Did you ever open an issue of
"Sky & Telescope" ar "Astron-
omy" magazine ar ne of the
many astronomy guides and
refer to the dates, times and
locations for eclipses, occulta-
tions, lunar/venusian phases,
orbital positions of planets,
comets, moons, or asteroids?
Now that you have been using a
PC, did you ever Jook up any of
the prediction equations and
try your hand at your own eph-
emeris calculations? Were you
successful? -- then come show
the rest of us how to do it.
Were you unsuccessful? ~— then
come see if someone can help
you.

Astrometry is- the branch of
Astronomy concerned with the
measurement and prediction of
the movement and positdons of
celestial bodies. If you
answered YES or NO to any of
the above. questons, then you
may enjoy the "Astrometry
SIG". This SIG is open to any
level astronomer and any brand
of personal computer user.
Many excellent wagazine arti-
cles and books have come onto
the market since PC's have
come under the amateur astro-
nomer's "dome". The "Astro-
metry SI1G" will have four items

on the agenda for each meet-
ing:

A. Presentation of a com-
puter related Astronomy topic
Will often be a guest speaker
on use of PC's in Astronomy.
Perhaps: photographic expo-
sures, scope guidance, or
viewing session planning. You
can speak on your specialty.

B. Discussion of Astrometry
“Calculation of the Month"
Discussion of a selected eph-
emeris calculation from one of
the many references, using a
Basic program.

C. Resource review A review
of an available book, library,
atlas, class, magazine, guide-
book, commercial software,
BBS, etc.

D. Problem discussion —
bring your own prohlenm,
maybe someone can help.

The November meeting was our
first and we discussed a hihliog-
raphy of books, articles, maga-
zines that could be used in
future meetings. The December
meeting will include further dis—
cussion on individual prefer-
ences for the new SIG. Bring
your ideas! I will present the
algorithm from Jean Meeus:
"Astronomical Formulae for
Calculators” in chapter 3,
“Juian Day and Calendar
Date".

Arlin B. Collins

BUYERS-BUILDERS

The second meeting of this
group was led my Charles Plu-

Reau (596-8860). A question-
najre was passed out to an
overflow crowd to determine
interest and tbe direction this
SIG should take. Charles sug-
gested that future topics be
might be: buying or building
(assembling) a clone, local ven—
dors, group purchases, etc.
Many levels of expertise were
represented, and volunteers to
contribute to the following
com mittees are needed:
Mother Board, Ram Chips —
led by Wayne Ferguson
Cases, Power Supplies -—-
led by Wayne Washburn
Monitors, Cards -
led by Charles Plumeau
Hard disks, contrallers --
led by Bill Rines
Buyers Guide ~
led by Mitchell Lear

Charles suggested that the
emphasis should be on the AT,
since the “XT is dead”. This
comment sparked a heated
discussion.

We plan to have someone
from Five Star Electronics in
Carrollton speak to this group
in Decenber.

If you enjoy a spirited and
worthwhile hour, attend this
SIG next month.

Don Marquis

C LANGUAGE

The November program in-
cluded a presentation of the
concepts of data abstrac-
tion, or data hiding. Sid
Nolte led the discussion. »
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The December meeting will
be presented by Kent Cobb,
the author of GASP! who will
talk on spawning tasks. His
emphasis will be on the use of
memory which is beyond the
range of a small-memory
model "C" program. He will
discuss memory management
for data buffers and for the
execution of secondary pro-
grams.

All members are welcome to
come, regardless of experi-
ence level. Come and learn
more about this popular pro-
gram ming language.

TURBO PASCAL

In November we distributed
and discussed examples of
procedures and functions for
making use of DOS's "Envi-
ronment”, and of queuing or
spooling files to D0OS's PRINT
progran from with a Turbo
Pascal program.

Turbo disks that have been
submitted to the Disk-of-
the-Month library are being
reviewed by Warren Ferguson
and Andrew Chalk, so that
they can be cataloged and
ordered intelligently.

A new local bulletin board
with Turbo programs and rou-
tines was represented at the
meeting. 1t is operated by
Sam Cook, and the BB number
is 790-8960.

Phil Chamberlain

BUSINESS APPLICATIONS

T'was the night before Christmas,
and all through the house
not a creature was stirring,
not a Microsoft Mouse.

The cables were hung
by the computer with care,
in hope that St. Nicholas
wouldn't trip there.

The children were nestled
all snug in their beds
while TV toy ads
ran through their heads.

With Dad in pink pajamas
and Mom in a mud pack
were both so tired,
we just hit the sack.

When off in the den
there arose such a clatter
1 sprang from my waterbed
to see what was the matter

When what to my wondering eyes should appear,
but a room full of software and peripheral gear.

The software made my color screen a jet fighter,
other programs made me laugh and feel lighter.

This program lets me understand my kid.
Maybe it will keep me from flipping my Hd.
That one there figures my income tax
even if with tax records, I am lax.

So many programs to rum and do
much too many to describe to you.
I thought It must be a dream
nothing {8 so wonderful as it seems.

Suddenly, I awaoke from my sleep
to hear my watches' electronic beep.
"It was only a dream,” I said to myself,
"There is no Santa's aleigh or elf."

But wait, there is a meeting in December.
One you'll surely want to remember.
One to make shopping less tougher,
One for the Christmas stocking stuffer.

So come to the Budiness Application meeting
and make your fantasies seem less fleeting.
Never outgrew toys, it's my confession.
I be at the business SIG session.

And I heard him exclaim
ere he drove out of sight,

and to all a good night. "

"Merry Christmas to all users, g&

Bruce Schubert

N
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The Hardware Corner:
Disk Drives and Other Headaches

by Mike Slay
Reprinted from Capitel PC Monitor, Aug, 1986

I1t's the moving parts in your PC that are going
to fail. The RAM chips and other non-moving
parts may fail, but the moving parts will, in
time, all fail. Portunately, they sometimes
take years to die, and they usually are not too
expensive to fix. If you know how to take
care of your PC, your maintenance costs
should be hardly more than the cost of the
electricity consumed. However, that does not
include printers. They will be covered in a
separate article.

The Most Important Part

There is one component in your PC which is
capable of causing catastrophic damage. That
component is the fan. I have destroyed a
computer terminal by running it without a fan,
and I would expect a PC to be just as vulner-
able. If your far stops working, save your
work and shut the unit off immediately. If
your fan is just making a lot of noise, no action
is necessary untdl it dies, which may be a year
or more, but the noise may drive you to take
action sooner. Needless to say, I don't advise
disconnecting the fan for the sake of silence.
Some people claim that if you run your PC
without the cover, you don't need a fan.
Don't you belleve them. It is true that the
fan has no effect with the cover off, but that
just implies that you shouldn't run your PC
without the cover. Most of the people who
are running without covers have enough ambi-
ent air circulation to prevent problems, but
not all of them.

If your fan needs repair the only thing you can
do is take your PC to someone and pay them to
replace your fan. Computer fans are not
designed to be lubricated, and, in aggravation
by calling around to see who has the fan in
stock and how much they want to do the job.
It's a simple fan replacement; they should be
able to give you an estimate over the phone.

10
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Floppy Disk Drives

The vast majority of all PC problems are with
the floppy disk drives, especially if the heads
are not cleaned regularly. Fortunately,
cleaning disk drives is not as expensive as jt
used to be. Radio Shack sells a cleaner kit
that, in my experience, will do over 100 clean-
ings for about eight dollars (catalog #
26-408). Unlike some other disk drive
cleaners, this one has reusable disk and a
bottle of cleaning fluid (as opposed to dispos-
able disks).

I would make one modification to the instruc-
tions supplied by Radio Shack with the kit.
Squirt some of the cleaning fluid through the
oval hole in the cleaner disk that the heads go
through (that is, the hole that looks like the
oval hole in a regular disk). Then, when you
insert the disk into the drive and close the
door, the heads will be against and a wet spot
on the disk. Now wait about five seconds for
the gunk on the heads to soften before spin-
ning the disk. Then spin the disk by trying to
read it (I use DIR with three retries.) If you
do this about four times a year, you shouldn't
have any problems caused by dirty heads.

Besgides cleaning the heads, there aren't many
things you can do to fix a balky drive except
pull it out and send it to a repair shop. If your
drive is noisy, even when there is no disk in it,
then you may have a cable rubbing against the
flywheel. Try taking the ld off your PC (bri-
efly--remember the heat) and looking at the
drive to see if you see where the cable rubs.
Cahles can also get in the way of the servo
motor that moves the head back and forth. If
this is your problem, then, when you try to
format a disk in the drive, everything will go
smoothly for a while, but eventually and con-
sistently fail near the end. If you take the lid
off your PC and watch the formatting, you will
see an arm slowly backing out of the drive in
steps. If you see the arm bump into some-
thing, and then swing back and forth, seem-
ingly trying to knock the obstruction out of
the way, you have found the problem. Just
move the cable, or whatever, and your troun-
bles have ended. This problem is common in
drive B of Compaq portahles that have just

been serviced. The cable from the disk drive
. »
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should bend right next to the connection to
drive B, go down a couple of inches behind
drive B, end the back up to the connector on
the controller card. If the bend is in the
wrong place, the cable may get in the way.

If your drive is truly zapped, then you need to
get the thing out to a repair shop. They slide
out pretty easily. The screws that hold the
drives are on the sides, so that if they were
longer they would screw right into the edges
of the diskettes. Just unplug the two cables
(power and data/controller), take out the
screws, and slide out the drive.

If you have two floppies, the good one should
be used as drive A. If you look carefully at
the two drives you will notice a difference

December 1986

between them. Drive B will bave 2 chip in a
socket that is empty on drive A. That is the
terminator chip and is installed on the "last”
floppy drive. In a one floppy system, drive A
is the last floppy and should have a terminator
chip. If you are going to live with a one drive
system while your other drive is in the shop,
make sure you have that terminator chip on
the drive you keep. If you wish to swap
drives, to experiment, fault isolate, or just
boot, don't forget to swap the chip too.

Problems that have been experienced with
local repair ships includes taking out the
jumper that configures your drive for an IBM~
PC, or compatible, and will forget to put it
back {n unless reminded. The same holds for
any terminator chip you might leave in your
drive. &

F our hnes free each month to members; Sth
through 10th lines at 1S cents per word.
Larger ads at commercial space rotes. Send
check to the Editor for words exceeding the
four-line Yimit. free ads are on a8 space-
svailable basie. Mail ads to the Editor.

we still need someone to contact prosgective
advertisers for North Texas PC NEWS. No
pay, but lots of prestige. This 18 yeur chance
to provide a significant contribution ta the
Club. Contact the Editor.

Compag fortable 1I, 640K, 2 Floppies, Inter-
na)l Modem, Under Warrantry, 00S 3.1, 8 Mhz
80288, $2,750. CaWl J. Yang 214/754-1573 or
214/221-5028.

—y

Get ready for the tax seaeon - get records
updated, " convert manual systems, Acctg
software installation & tr‘a'omn%, call Marilyn
Halbrook 247-4387 or 373-8%9

OR SALE: 1 box rezor perf computer paper
16, 1 box 5000 iabels ~ $816; will trade or
E_tpesaosn F X185 printer in warranty. Phone

el

For Sale:r Northern Telecom Sycor 440 System
Hardware; inciudes 3 terminals, 1 Sprinker 06
rinter and atand, and 1 control unit. Also, 1

ang Office Assistant with 1 P012 dual bin
heet feeder. Contact Tamara or Nancy
?214)8‘71-0707. Price Negotiable.

e r——— e
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BABS BYTES (excerpt)
by Barbara Lee Chertok
{PC Report, Boston €S via PC POST)

Reartstopping Moments

Have you ever had a
data disk that refused
to be read? You got
the message
Sector not found
Abort, Retry, Ignore?
and you have neg-
lected to back up that
important disk. Well,
it's happened to me a
couple of times. The
first time, I noticed something -- the "defec-
tive" disk was loose in its sleeve. So before I
struggied to resurrect the directory, I tried
Jegling it back on center. And voila! Once
again, it was readable. Whew!

It worked once so I tried it again on another
disk. And once again, it worked. So before
you panic -- check to see if the disk is cen-
tered In its sleeve. And then make a backup
copy im mediately. a
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Introducing a FAST, EASY and EFFICIENT method fo
mainfain Checkbooks, Balances and Budgefs !

VIEWPOINT 1018

»» CHECK MATE

MEMO 4 Molti-Purpose Check Register
" Accounting System

CHRCK MATE has more features than software costing several times more!

v Unfimited number of bank and budget accounts +* Amortization and future tables
« Support for any window envelope « Complete editing of any transaction
v Automatic entry of commonly made transactions +” User defined color selection
« Custom check printing on any form « Specific help for each user input
¥ Full featured reconciliation with printed and screen reports +* Custom Reports
# On screen prompting for all user sections « Hard disk data backup
¥ Regeneration of all account and budget totals from all transaction records
¥ Recovery and file repair for all data +* Record keeping across multiple floppy disks
« Budget types include report for income, asset, expense, liability and cash

FOR IBM AND TRUE COMPATIBLES — 256K WEMORY - DOS 2.0 OR LATER
WO FLOPPY DISK DRVES OR HARD DISK WITH FLOPPY DISK DRIVE

The NEW GENERATION of Personal Computer Soffware from

VIEWPOINT SOFI'W_ARE, INC.
12101 Beechnut — Houston, Texas 77072

ony $09.95 + $3.00 shipping and handing

CALL TOLL FREE TODAY FOR GWMMEDIATE SHEPMENT

(v.s.) 1-800-654-5901 (Texas) 1=713-495-6516
SEND A CERTIFED CHECX OR MONEY ORDER WITH THIS ORDER FORM AND WE WAL PAY THE SHIPPING! ) o
CHECK MATE Order form: Price  §  69.95 coch  \pmiiiimi
Name #§ of copies
Address Subtotol § —
Clty TEXAS RESIDENTS ADD 0.128X TAX
NT State To oA $
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(Frow PC POST, The Modesto [6M-PC User Group Newsletter)

This is the extendend character set to use for making boxes or aenus.

HOLD DOWN THE *ALT" KEY AND PRESS NUMBERS ON KEYPAD NUMBERS, THEN RELEASE
"ALT" KEY !

—20
[ 2 2 | . —

e B bl | EL,.JE
I I

JE°
. - S

n

=

201 =205 ==203 =209 ===x=1 87 2ie 194 1946 — 210—-1914 213=205=1084
156 igb 149 1&6 1;9 1;9 lgb 149

egados=ege==elbmigs l$5—l 96——1'L7——255——1$0

E[2==E’05==1 lo

1&9_1%_295__1 ;9._4 Ea 1$a=.aos.—_=ele==236£éx Bra—ise—1ld

Y Y M S VY N Mt N |

MEMBERSDHIP @ APPLICATION

NEW __
RENEWAL —
Name __ _________ _— _ —_.__  ADDR. CHANGE ___
Address ___ __ L _ ~__ L
City _ __State ____ ZIP B L
Phone: Home __ -~ _ - _ Metro? _

Send completed application with your $24 check to:
Membership Chairman, 135 Skyline Dr., Plano, TX 75074

13
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Setting A Default Path and Prompt
by Bill Todd

{(Prom HARD COPY, Newsletter of Chicago
Computing Society via PC POST, August 1986.)

On my hard disk system I set the DOS search
path to C:\;C:\UTILS;C:\DOS in Ry
autoexec.bat file using the D0OS PATH com-
mand. This works fine while I an working with
DOS by causing the root, utilities, and DOS
directories to be searched automatilally for
program and batch files.

When running certain applications, however, I
want a different path. That's easy since I use
a batch file based menu system to start all of
my application programs. These batch files
all have the same basic structure.

ChDir... Move to appropriate directory.
Path.... Set the desired path.
RunProgram... Start the program.

Path.... Set the path back to the default.

The
Variety
———S torée —— ——

R

CASH REGISTER INVENTORY SYSTEM

The "POINT OF SALE" CASH REGISTER VER-
SION INVENTORY CONTROL SYSTEM for the
IBM-PC-AT compatable computers has just
been announced by Freeman Software in Gar-
land, Texas. This is a revision of the INVEN -~
TORY SYSTEM which has been on market for
the last several years and is reported to
handle the checkout clerks with "kid gloves"
even if they do not know how to use a com-
puter.

Besides all this the INVENTORY program
maintains inventory up to 10,000 stock items,
prints inventory reorder and stock listings,
purchase orders, merchandise labels, and sales
analysis reports. It it priced at $89.50.

The CASH REGISTER program also "pops open”
the cash drawer which connects to the RS-
232 port. The optional drawer is $390.00. &4
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Unfortunately, one day I wanted to change
the default path. This meant that I not only
had to change my autoexec.bat file but also
every other batch file that changed the path.

To avoid this problem I now store the default
path in the DOS environment and any time I
need to return the path to its original value I
use this stored value. Here is how my
autoexec. bat file looks now.

SET DEFPATH=C:\;C:\ UTILS;C:\ DOS
PATH % DEFPATH%

The first command stores the path in the DOS
environment with the name DEFPATH. You
can see all of the strings in tbhe environment
by typing the com mand SET alone.

The second command sets the DOS path to the
string stored in the environment. Using envi-
ronment strings in path files in this way is an
undocumented feature of DOS. That means
that there is no guarantee that IBM will con—
tnue to support it in future releases, how-
ever, it has been available since release 2.0.

I have now changed all of my batch files to use
this method to return the path to its original
set value. Now if I want to change the
default path all I have to do is change the SET
DEFPATH= command in my autoexec.bat file
instead of searching through every batch file
on my disk.

This technique can also be used to store the
default prompt. Why would you ever want to
change the prorpt?

Have. you ever been in a program like 123 or
Symphony, used the exit to DO0OS feature, and
forgotten that you were inside another pro-
gram? One way to prevent that is to change
the DOS prompt each time vou start a progran
that has the ability to temporarily exit to
DO0S. Using the PROMPT command you can put
the program's name or the word "shell" in the
prompt so that it will appear anytime you jump
out to DOS. -

This means that when you leave the program
you have to set the prompt back to its original
value. If you have stored the default prompt
string in the environment you can restore the
original prompt as described above. &
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Selecting a Program ming Language Made Easy
Daniel Salomon & David Rosenblueth-

Department of Computer Science
University of Waterloo

With such a large selection of programming
languages it can be difficult to choose one for
a particular project. Reading the manuals to
evaluate the languages is a time consuming
process. On the other hand, most people alre-
ady have a fairly good idea of how various
automobiles compare. 8o in order to assist
those trying to choose a language, we have
prepared a chart that matches programming
languages with comparable automobiles.

Assenbler
A Formula I race car. Very fast, but dif-
ficult to drive and expensive to maintain.

FORTRAN I1 ’
A Model T Ford. Once it was king of the
road.

FORTRAN IV
A Model A Ford.

FORTRAN 77
A six-cylinder Ford Fairlane wigh stan-
dard transmission and no seat belts.

COBOL
A delivery van. It's bulky and ugly, but it
does the wark.

BASIC
A second-hand Rambler with a rebuilt
engine and patched upholstery. Your dad
bought it for you to learn to drive. You'll
ditch the car as soon as you can afford a
new one,

PL/I
A Cadillac convertible with automatic
transmission, a two tone paint job, white-~
wall tires, chrome exhaust pipes, and
fuzzy dice hanging in the windshield.

Novenber 1986

ALGOL 60
An Austin Mini. Boy, that's a small car!

A black Pirebird, the all-macho car.
Comes with optional seat belts (lint) and
optional fuzz buster (escape to assem-
bler).

Pascal
A Volkswagen Beetle. It's small but
sturdy. Was once papular with intelectu-
als.

Modula IT
A Volkswagen with a trailer hitch.

ALGOL 68
An Aston Martin. An impressive car, but
not just anyone can drive it.

LISP
An electric car. It's simple, but slow.
Seat belts are not available.

PROLOG/LUCID
Prototype concept-cars.

Maple/MACSYMA
All-terrain vehicles.

FORTH

LOGO :
A kiddie's replica of a Rolls Royce.
. Comes with a real engine and a working
horn.

A double-decker bus. It takes rows and
columns of passengers to the same place
all at the same time. But, it drives only in
reverse gear, and is instrumented in
Greek.
Ada

An army- green Mercedes-Benz staff car.
Power steering, power brakes, and auto-
matic transmission are all standard. No
other colors or options are available. If
it's good enough for the generals, it's
good enough for you. Manufacturing
delays due to difficulties reading the

design specifications are starting to clear
up.

a

ss0a PERHAFS YOU'P LIKZ To 582 A S8ARF LITTLE ‘77 FoRTRAR .. . &
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Editors Notes

- o

January is Election month. Nominees selected
by the nominating committee are listed on
page 3. Your choice for President-Elect will
be on the Board of Directors for the next two
years, and will be President during 1988.
Other positions to be filled are the three at-
large members of the Board of Directors for
1987. Ballots will be included in the January
newsletter., Be sure to attend the wmeeting
and vote for the candidate of your choice.

Bring your friends to a meeting and invite
them to join the Group. Application blanks
are available at our reception desk at Info-
mart. There are several orientation sessions
during “Meeting Saturday” where visitors can
find out what our Group is about, and if
they're just starting to learn about personal
Computers, the DOS SIG session will help get
them started in PC-/MS-DOS.

The newsletter Is the largest ongoing expense
of the User Group. While the staff and writ-
ers are all volunteers, printing and distribu-
tion costs must be paid, and these are size-
able. All money received from newsletter
advertising goes directly into paying these
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bills. We could have a lot more ad revenue
edch month and tap the Club's Treasury for
less, if we had an agressive member to sell
more advertising. If you can handle this, and
will volunteer, contact one of the Group's
officers or the newsletter editor.

The incentive program for early membership
renewal is still in force. If you renew your
membership more than thirty days prior to the
expiration date shown on your newsletter
label, you will be credited with a thirteen-
month renewal instead of just twelve. Watch
the date on your label - renew earlyl

Enter once! Enter often! I'm talking about
the contest for the best newsletter article
published between now and May. Where else
can you get a chance for a free trip to the
1987 PALL COMDEX in LAS VEGAS? Check
out the contest rules on page 12 and start
writing. Deadline for the next issue of the
newsletter is December 15th. We have an
extremely short turnaround for the January
issue because the meeting will be on the first
Saturday. So if your article doesn't make that
issue, rest assured it will be published as soon
as possible thereafter.

Happy Holidays!
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MEMBERSHIP CARD
This is your membership card in Narth Texas PC Users Growp. You will need it for identification
at Disk of the Month sales, group purchases and other activities. This card & valid only far you,
the person named on label on reverse side. It i valid through expiration date shown on the label.

TN
(= S
When trim med, the card [ B i
will fit the holders pre- E@ Membership Card il card
vioudly fumished for North Texes PC Users Group, Inc. to
. wallet
Infomart m_ which are This card valid only for individual named size.
no longer required. on label affixed to reverse side, only
Wear yr memnbership through year/month printed on the label,
card instead.  Additiona) and only with proper identification.
holders wmmmbh Print Neme: __
at a nominal clerge.
Signatwre: _‘_
I
. )
ma_ -8
Room Assignments §§§§===§§§§.____,____

Check times & room numbers in lobby at INFOMART

Special Presentations:

9:00 - Auditoriom 9:00 - 9:55 . Roon

Science/Engineering

9:30 - 9:55
Orientation

Mike Durbin of Micro Power & DOS
Light will demonstrate the Genealogy (w/Apple)
Grand Inquisitor. Graphics
Buyers Guide
Astronmetry

MAIN MEETING: 10: OO0 — i1: 00

Michael Dungworth of Cray Research, will be discussing
that company's line of super—-computers.

11:30 - 11:55 Room 1:00 - 1:55 Roon
Orientation Artificial Intelligence
12:00 - 12:55 Business Applications

Assembly Language Communications

s Databases
Lotus
C Language Dataflex

Turbo Pascal

12:80 - 1:855
Invest - N-Squared

2:00 - 2:55
Advanced Programmers
Integrated Software
Framework
Basic Applications

-
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